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Report of the Investigation 

into the  

WARREN W HINES (O.N. 651210) AND 
PERSONAL WATERCRAFT (tn4176tb) 
COLLISION WITH LOSS OF LIFE NEAR 

CUMBERLAND RIVER MILE 151 ON 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 



COLLISION BETWEEN THE INSPECTED TOWING VESSEL WARREN W HINES
(O.N. 651210) AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT (TN4176TB), RESULTING IN THE
LOSS OF TWO LIVES IN THE VICINITY OF MILE 151.5 ON THE CUMBERLAND 

RIVER NEAR NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE ON SEPTEMBER 9, 2023

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT

The record and the report of investigation completed for this marine casualty have been reviewed 
by the Office of Investigations & Casualty Analysis. The record and the report, including the 
findings of fact, analyses, and conclusions are approved. This marine casualty investigation is 
closed.

                                                             E. B. SAMMS
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WARREN WHINES (O.N. 651210) AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT (TN4176TB) 

COLLISION WITH LOSS OF LIFE NEAR CUMBERLAND RIVER MILE 151.5 

ON SEPTEMBER 09, 2023 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE OFFICER IN CHARGE, MARINE INSPECTION 

The record and report of investigation convened for the subject casualty have been reviewed. 
The record and report. including the lindings of fact, analysis, conclusion, and recommendations 
are approved subject to the following comments. It is recommended that this marine casualty 
investigation be closed. 

ENDORSEMENT ON RECOMMENDATIONS 

Safety Recommendation: There were no proposed actions to add new or amend existing U.S. 
law or regulations. international requirements. industry standards. or U.S. Coast Guard policies 

• and procedures as part of this investigation.

• Endorsement: Concur.

Administrative Recommendation: Recommend this investigation be closed.

Endorsement: Concur. 

Captain. U.S. Coast Guard 
Commander, Sector Ohio Valley 
Officer in Charge. Marine Inspection 

Enc I: Report of Investigation dated February 20, 2025 
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WARREN W HINES (O.N. 651210) AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT (TN4176TB) 

COLLISION WITH LOSS OF LIFE NEAR CUMBERLAND RIVER MILE 151.5 
ON SEPTEMBER 09, 2023 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On September 9, 2023, the towing vessel WARREN WHINES (O.N. 651210) was underway 
upbound on the Cumberland River with 12 loaded hopper barges and one empty hopper barge in 
tow (pushing-ahead). The towing configuration consisted of four barges long by three barges 
wide with the empty hopper barge solo on the front and center of the tow. The WARREN W 
HINES had a crew of eight on board. 

Additionally, on September 9, 2023, at approximately 1306cst the personal watercraft 
TN4 l 76TB launched from Mouth Johnson Creek Road boat ramp in Charlotte, Tennessee near 
Cumberland River Mile Marker 149.5. Onboard TN4176TB was the vessel operator (no 
passengers). TN4176TB transited upbound and moored at Harpeth Island in vicinity of 
Cumberland River Mile Marker 155. While on the island the operator spent the afternoon with 
friends and family. After nearly six hours on the island, TN4176TB was underway and transiting 
downbound with the vessel operator and a passenger onboard. Witnesses stated that TN4176TB 
was returning to Mouth Johnson Creek Road boat ramp. The predicted time of sunset was 
1905cst; TN4176TB was not equipped with navigation lights. 

WARREN W HINES had continued its upbound transit at approximately three miles per hour. 
Conversely, TN4176TB was traveling downbound at approximately 46 miles per hour. The 
vessels, WARREN W HINES and TN4176TB, simultaneously entered a bend at Cumberland 
River Mile Marker 151.5 while transiting in opposing directions. Thus, the vessels collided with 
the bow of TN4176TB striking the starboard side of the empty lead barge, AGS-245-8. 

TN4176TB then careened off AGS-245-8 and struck the headlog (bow) of the starboard lead 
barge, PBM-406. TN4176TB catastrophically came apart upon impact and sank. The operator 
was located within minutes by the crew of WARREN W HINES and taken to shore. Upon 
arrival at the shore, the operator was declared deceased by emergency medical personnel. 

The passenger was located approximately 24 hours later after resurfacing from underneath 
WARREN W HINES and tow (barge configuration). The passenger was declared deceased upon 
recovery. The operator and passenger onboard TN4 l 76TB were both wearing life jackets at the 
time of the collision. The remnants of TN4176TB were recovered by Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency (TWRA) the following week. 

The Coast Guard Investigation identified the collision as the initiating event and deemed causal 
factors to be: 1) preconditions on the part of the Owner/Operator being under the influence of 
alcohol and marijuana; and 2) precondition of the environment being at twilight with shadows 
and partial darkness on the river. 






























